File No. 9110367 


WORLD TRADE CENTER TASK FORCE INTERVIEW 
JASON KATZ 


Interview Date: December 20, 2001 


Transcribed by Maureen McCormick 


MR. ECCLESTON: Today's date is December 20, 

2001. My name is Christopher Eccleston of the New 

York City Fire Department, World Trade Center Task 

Force. I am conducting an interview with the 

following individual. 

Q. Please state your name, rank, shield number 
and assigned command. 

A. My name is Jason Katz. My shield is 2101, 
and I am currently an EMT chief's aide at Division 4. 

Q. Jason, were you assigned to the World Trade 
Center disaster on 9/11? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In your own words, can you tell me about the 
details of that day? 

A. The day started out -- I reported to work at 
the division office, as I normally do, and I was here 
for maybe ten minutes when I was told that the two 
planes crashed into the twin towers, and that Chief 
Carrasquillo was on his way here, and he was picking up 
personnel to go. 

From that time, Chief Carrasquillo arrived. 
We jumped into the car with him. We grabbed our 
helmets and turnout coats, and we responded in, and I 


guess about -- being on the LIE probably by the Pulaksi 
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Skyway, we got the report that the second plane crashed 
into the second tower, the north tower. 

Q. When you say "we," can you just tell me who 
the other people with you were? 

A. I was in the car with Chief Carrasquillo, 
Captain Rivera and Chief Carrasquillo's aide, Sal 
Sangeniti. 

At that time, we came out of the tunnel into 
Manhattan and shot down the FDR around to the Westside 
Highway and parked our car roughly around Westside 
Highway and Carlyle Street. 

Q. Can you just indicate on the map provided 
approximately where you parked your vehicle? 

A. I would say between Carlyle and Rector. 
That's about the best I remember. Between Carlyle and 
Rector. 

Q. Can you just mark it with the No. 1? Thank 
you. 

A. At that time, we got out of the car, and 
Chief Carrasquillo told me to meet up with Chief Brown, 
who had just arrived a little bit before us, and he was 
a few cars ahead of us, and to go team up with him and 
become his aide for the day. 


When I went to go meet Chief Brown, there 
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were a few bodies laying in the street -- and I just 
met up with Chief Brown. We reported in to 

operations. Operations told us to set up staging and 
triage, more staging at West and Liberty, and on the 
way back to West and Liberty, there was debris flying 
down, and it was pretty scary. There was a bunch of 
pieces of metal or debris just coming down, and I think 
there were bodies. I wasn't even sure. We just kept 
moving, kept running over to set up the staging area on 
West and Liberty. 

Chief Brown directed me at that time to just 
track what units were where, and, you know, who was 
who, and a lot of voluntary and private ambulances on 
the scene. Just try to get the number and names of the 
crews, and at that time I was doing that, and then we 
started to hear a roar, and I looked back. 

Everybody was running, so I just kind of 
started running with them, and the next thing I know, I 
just remember jumping on a staircase and putting my 
hands over my helmet, and, you know praying to God, and 
then it all went black. It was silent. You couldn't 
hear a thing. 

I remember something hit my hand. I don't 


know what it was. I got up after all this. It seemed 
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like it was forever, but it was probably just a few 
minutes. It was -- I remember seeing a fire truck. I 
think it was on fire. I remember just trying to work 
my way over there. 

I heard people screaming and yelling and 
just, you know, all disarray. So I made it over to the 
fire truck looking for a Scott pack, and kind of hung 
out in this fire truck. I don't even know what company 
it was. I think it was a tower ladder, and things 
lifted a little bit. 

Q. Do you know what that location was? 

A. It was just south of the south crossover. It 
was just south of there, and things started to lift, 
and then I heard Bobby Brown's voice just calling for 
me, and things began lifting a little more, and I made 
my way back over to him, and we just kind of started to 
looking under debris. 

Everything was lifting. It was kind of hard 
to breathe. We were covered head to toe, you know, 
with dust and everything, and we were just looking in 
the debris, listening for people screaming, seeing if 
we could find anybody. At that time, we ran into Chief 
Wells. We found a suburban, and we were looking 


through the suburban for a first-aid kit just to wrap 
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up my hand. Because at this time I noticed my hand was 
bleeding pretty good. I had cut two fingers on my left 
hand. 

After that, we were there for maybe 15, 20 
minutes just looking, you know, trying to regroup, see 
who was where, try and get in contact with the command 
post, if they were still alive. We didn't even know. 

At that point, we really weren't sure of what 
had happened. We just -- you Know, and then we looked 
up, and we noticed the tower was gone. It seemed like 
it was just maybe 15, 20 minutes, and I just heard 
everyone saying, run again. 

So I went in through -- went in through one 
building that the south tower was attached to on the 
west side. I'm not sure what building it was. The 
lobby was all blown out. All the glass was blown out, 
so you could run right through the lobby, so once they 
started saying run, I just took off again, made it 
through the lobby, started running down -- I don't know 
what street it was. 

Q. West End Avenue? 
A. Yes, that's where it was, West End Avenue, 
and I jumped into a store, and I guess it's the Gateway 


Plaza here. I think it was a diner, or a coffee shop 
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or something like that. At that point, the second 
tower had come down, and when I was in that store, 
there was one civilian in there, who was hiding 
underneath the table, and she was pretty panicked. I 
calmed her down a little bit, and after things started 
to lift again, I escorted her over to a building on 
West End and Albany on the -- that would be the 
southeast corner. 

There were a whole bunch of firemen in there 
and civilians. I don't even know what they were, cops 
or firemen. Cops were wearing firemen helmets. 
Firemen were wearing just hard hats. You had no clue 
who was who, but we stayed in there for a little bit. 

They kind of pulled us over when things 
started to lift. We stayed in there for a few minutes, 
and then I came out of there, and once again just 
amazingly I ran into Chief Brown. I heard him 
screaming, you know, calling out. We met up with him, 


and we met up with Commissioner Gregory. I think he's 


communications. 
Q. Yes. 
A. He was there in a turnout coat, and a few 


firefighters, and a couple of, I think, Metro Care 


ambulance people had all gathered in the middle of the 


JASON KATZ 


street. Then we heard two planes coming overhead. We 
weren't sure, you know, if they were friendly or just 
loud jet engines, so we started making a little run to 
the west side. We noticed it was a F-16. 

We were ready to jump in the drink if we had 
to, and at that time a fire boat had met us over on the 
west side and we -- that ambulance bandaged my finger 
up on the west side there. Then we started helping 
Civilians onto the fire boat. That was pretty much 
just civilians and people who were nurses were helping 
wash out our eyes and helping wash civilians' eyes and 
just helping everybody off the island at that point. 

Then from there we started making our way 
down to the Battery City, and something about a report 
of a gas leak, that they were evacuating the island, 
and it was kind of a mad rush, and everyone was jumping 
on police boats that were in the basin, the boat basin 
down there. 

We all jumped on the police boats -- myself, 
Bobby Brown and a couple of other EMTs -- and we jumped 
on the boat. They shot us over to Jersey. After we 
helped everybody off, we went back, and at that time we 
made our way down to Liberty -- Battery Park by the 


Liberty ferry terminal. 
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Q. Okay. 

A. That's where we met up with Chief Steffens. 
That was pretty much where things calmed down. We were 
there for about, I guess, an hour, just cleaning up, 
drinking some water. 

At that point, I made my way down. Chief 
Brown stayed there, and I made my way down to the 
Staten Island Ferry Terminal and the triage. They 
cleaned me up a little bit and sent me on the Staten 
Island ferry to a triage area at the Staten Island 
Ferry Terminal in Staten Island. I jumped on a bus, 
and they took me to Staten Island University Hospital. 

Q. You said you had the injuries to your hand. 
What kind of injuries did you have? 

A. There were degloving injuries, and I 
fractured the tips on my pointer and middle finger on 
my left hand. 

Q. Do you know what you injured it on? 

A. Just flying debris. 

Q. Just flying debris. 

A. What I forgot to mention was I remember when 
we were first there, Chief Brown told us to put on our 
chin straps, which is something most of the time we 


don't wear. That probably saved my life because I 
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would have lost my helmet when the debris was coming 
down. 
Q. It's not something we commonly use, right. 
Is anything else you'd like to add to this interview? 
A. No. 
MR. ECCLESTON: This interview is being 
concluded at 1447. 
I thank you very much for conducting this 


interview. The tape is 181. 


